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Mr. Matthew Smith 

Chairman 

Hardwood Federation 

1101 K Street, NW. 

Suite 700 

Washington, D.C.  20005 

 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

 

Thank you for your letter of March 8, 2021, on behalf of the Hardwood Federation and your colleagues 

across the American hardwood industry.  I appreciate the outreach to share your views on ensuring the 

industry remains an important contributor to this Nation’s economy and a viable and available partner in 

managing our forests, and your patience with my response. 

 

The Hardwood Federation represents an important and vital part of the wood products industry that 

contributes to economic prosperity for rural communities and businesses.  The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) looks forward to its continued partnership with the hardwood industry as we manage 

the Nation’s forests and rebuild the economy. 

 

In addition to the economic benefits, forests and active forest management have a vital role to play in 

addressing climate change.  Forests sequester about 14 percent of U.S. carbon dioxide emissions from 

fossils fuels annually in both growing forests and wood products.  Addressing climate change will require 

that we work to maintain our working forests, reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfire on our public lands 

through forest restoration and management, reduce illegal logging internationally, and strengthen markets 

for wood products. 

 

With respect to the latter, the USDA Forest Service has several programs that support continued innovation 

in the wood products industry.  These include the Wood Innovations Grant program, which provides grants 

to support existing hardwood product markets and develop new ones; the Forest Products Laboratory, 

which conducts research around new technologies and opportunities to use hardwoods; and the Wood 

Education and Research Center, which supports the forest products industry across the country through its 

Wood Energy Technical Assistance Program. 

 

I appreciate your engagement and recommendations and look forward to working with you and members 

of the Hardwood Federation, as well as the broader American hardwood industry.  I encourage you to 

share this response with your colleagues. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Thomas J. Vilsack 

Secretary 
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